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to know thoroughly Your Majesty's plans, which
have so direct an influence upon the future, that I
cannot hesitate to "beg you to explain them with all
the frankness of friendship. You can readily under-
stand how much I am interested in the fate of the
brave army which I have added to your own, and
what must be my anxiety for the safety of my most
exposed provinces. General Bubna has orders to
rejoin me at the earliest possible moment. I am
engaged in selecting the man whom I shall com-
mission to represent me with Your Majesty until the
return of the Prince of Schwarzenberg. Accept the
assurances of the sincere attachment, and of the high
regard with which I am, my brother, Your Imperial
Majesty's affectionate brother and father-in-law,

" FRANCIS."

General Bubna, who reached Paris towards the
end of December, carried, besides the letter of the
Emperor of Austria to Napoleon, another letter from
him to his daughter; a letter in which he expressed
his wishes for an early peace. Marie Louise answered,
sending her father good wishes for the new year, and
a present of a porcelain breakfast service adorned
with views of all the Imperial palaces of France.
" May Heaven grant," she said in her letter, " the
fulfilment of your wishes, and that we may soon have
peace!" A few days later she wrote to her father:
" May Heaven grant that the Emperor shall not leave
me! The thought of his departure terrifies me after
all the anguish I endured last year. ... I share your